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Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to the wonderful descendants of Joseph
and Julia Rahon Pazdera along with families,
friends and cousins! 

   With 2010 drawing to a close its time to again take a
moment and reflect on the blessings in our lives as the
result of the decisions of our ancestors.  What incredible
sacrifices they made to come to a new world, in many
cases without possessions or money, in order to create a
new and better life for us, their descendants.  Death from
diseases and malnutrition was common in Europe in the
mid to late 1800's.  In many cases, coming to America
was purely a matter of survival.  Cholera, tuberculosis,
pneumonia, measles, smallpox to name just a few of the
deadly maladies that often sought out even the healthy
and brought them to their deathbeds.  Such was the case
of Joseph and Julia.  All but one of Julia's siblings who
chose to stay in Slovakia were dead before they were 10
years old.  They came to America to survive, to be able
to raise a posterity who would have freedom and hope
and opportunity.  Now this great gift has been handed to
us.  What are we doing with it?  Are we doing all we
should be doing to strengthen and build our own
families?  Do we treasure the freedoms that we have? 
Do we try to help others along the way so they too can
enjoy life to its fullest?  What a marvelous thing it is for
us to know about our ancestors and to bring their
perspectives into our lives.  May we each continue our
own journey in this life, committed to making a better
life for our own children and for ourselves.  That is what
Joseph and Julia did for us, so let us create the same
legacy for our children and our children's children.  We
hope you will enjoy this 2010 update as we pause to
reflect on our own blessings, hardships, failures,
successes and joys.

FRANK PAZDERA BRANCH:

Tom & LaDawn Kunz , Magnolia, TX  (great-
grandson of Joseph Pazdera)

   Greetings from the Kunz family in Magnolia, TX.  My
oh my how the time sweeps so swiftly by.  2010 has
been a good year for us.  We are very grateful for God's
great blessings on our family and try to do what we can
to help others along the way.  I (Tom) will celebrate 30
years of employment with Shell Oil next year.  Working
for an oil company certainly has its benefits as one of the
few companies that seems to offer great benefits, a good
work environment and profitable operations during a
downturn.  Last year I started working from home and

other than having work always so close that at times it is
difficult to stop working, it has been wonderful to
eliminate 3 hours of commute time every day.   LaDawn
continues to stay busy with shuttling kids, managing the
household and dreaming up new and artistic ways to
decorate the house, make wedding gifts or just share a
gift with a friend.  We both enjoyed a wonderful Medi-
terranean Cruse earlier this year and visited Rome,
Florence, Naples and the French Riviera.  I was also able
to go to Philmont Scout Ranch with Chase and 7 other
boys this summer and hike 65 miles over 10 days in one
of the wettest summers on record.  
   Here is a quick run down on our kids:  The private
company Mauren works for was just bought out by a
national company: Edelman and Associates.  She is
doing great work as a first class public relations
professional.  
  Tyson and Chelsea and their four little girls (Payton,
Hailey, Brooke and Kaitlyn) ( Kaitlyn Cecelia Kunz
born June 26, 2010) live 15 miles away so we get to see
them quite often.  Tyson continues to run his own con-
struction business.  His work is very nice.  In fact this
year he converted our garage into a beautiful living
space.  
   Kira and Brian and their daughter Madelyn live in
Guernee, IL, just north of Chicago where Brian is in his
third year of medical school.  (Madalyn Kate Conley
born April 8, 2009).  
   Weston is at BYU majoring in information systems
and by the time this is published will be engaged to be
married to Kelsi Williams, also from this area.  They are
planning on a spring wedding.  
   Garen just returned from his two year church mission
and is working for Tyson until he returns to BYU in
January.  Garen and Weston will be living next door to
each other, so that will be good for both of them.  Chase
is a junior in high school and this year ran cross country
and is now playing basketball.  In the spring he will run
track (what he loves most) where he excels at Triple
Jump.  
   MiCayla is a sophomore and is also playing basket-
ball.  Both are doing a great job, not only at playing the
game, but being good examples to other members of
their team.  We are so proud of all our children and
grandchildren.  Truly our cup runneth over with love and
gratitude for our family.

Ellen Kunz Hickernell, Louisville, CO (daughter of
Elvenia Pazdera Kunz (deceased), grand daughter of
Frank Pazdera)

   This has been a tough year, but fun, too.  I am now
divorced after 34 years of marriage, living and surviving
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on my own.  I still work (full time) as office manager
and general whateverittakes person, for Brenton
Business Products/InspectorStuff.  I also work as very
part time accountant for a local chiropractor - a good
friend, and I am the janitor for the building where I
work.  My oldest daughter, Elspeth, is also my
roommate and I couldn't ask for a better relationship
with her.
   Elspeth works part time in HR for Namaste Solar, a
company that installs home and business solar panels,
among other things.  She was laid off at Crocs a year ago
and for 3 months traveled in Thailand and made some
very good friends.  She and her boyfriend, when he
graduates from college this month, may go traveling
together.
   Raleigh is finishing his second degree, he wants to be
hired as an air traffic controller.  I think he has the
temperament for it, and when he is hired he will continue
his training for another year, perhaps in Oklahoma City
or some where else far away.  He has moved into an
apartment with a friend so he isn't my roommate
anymore.  Elspeth and I miss having him around all the
time.  Raleigh still enjoys ultimate frisbee, joining a
summer league every year.
   Rebekah is now attending the University of Iowa in
Iowa City.  She transferred from Suffolk Univ in Boston
and loves Iowa.  She loves to write and is working on
becoming an English teacher.  She is an ultimate frisbee
player, travels to semi-monthly weekend tournaments all
school year, to Georgia, Wisconsin, Michigan, Kansas to
name a few places.  She is also a Resident Adviser in her
dorm, paid part time but works full time.  She came
home for Thanksgiving, could drive this time, and we all
had a marvelous time together.  Randy joined us for
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Sympathy to the children of:
   Billie Lou Endres Pazdera, of Conway, AR died on
March 11, 2010 after a long struggle with respiratory
disease (don’t smoke!) She is the widow of Frank J.
Pazdera, Jr, and is survived by five children: Teresa
Harris (Mike) of Concord, NC; Michael Pazdera, Sr of
Dunlap, TN; Mary Leath (Tom) of Conway, AR; Tom
Pazdera (Libby) of Covington, VA; William Pazdera
(Pam) of Hickory, NC; 12 amazing grandchildren; 3
spectacular great grandchildren; 1 brother, Roland
Endres (Lynette) of Stuttgart, AR.; and many close
friends.
   Billie raised a passel of kids and a small menagerie in
Star City and Pine Bluff before moving to Conway. 
   She dedicated her life to the love of others and the
practice of her faith. The fact that her children survived
to be adults is proof of the power of her prayers, given
that she was widowed at a young age with 4 children and
a fifth born a few months after Frank Jr.’s death..
   In her later years, Billie had an active ministry within

her church of visiting shut-ins in nursing homes and
taking Communion to them. She always referred to those
that she visited as her little old ladies.

Dorothy Pazdera Weisenfels, Greenwood, AR (daughter
of Frank Pazdera)

   Here's hoping family members/friends are doing
well. This has been a fast moving year, yet a good
one. Ed and I stay busy taking care of the house,
yard, farm, animals, gardens and family members. 
We visit 2-3 times a week with his brother Andy, a
dementia resident in a home in Fort Smith. Most
recently we have become more avid football fans,
whether our own Greenwood Bulldogs ( playing 
for the State championship Dec. 4 in Little Rock) or
our wonderful Razorback football team. We have
en-joyed season tickets to the home games in Fayet-
teville the last two years. We also enjoy Fort
Smith's Little Theater and attend their 6
performances each year.  We got to take a cruise
through the Panama Canal in early March and a trip
to South Dakota in August, along with camping
trips with Ed's daughter, family and grandsons -
love those fishing excursions!  It has been a sad
year too, in losing my sister-in-law Billie Lou
Pazdera ( Frank's widow), cousins and relatives. My
sister Cecelia took a fall in her home in October
breaking a hip and an arm/ shoulder, spending time
in the hospital and at a nursing home for
rehabilitation. Too many of our friends and former
teaching buddies have lost family members too.
   I wish family and friends a peaceful, blessed and
beautiful Christmas Season. May the New Year be
successful and great for you.

Mildred Pazdera Barnes, (daughter of Frank
Pazdera)

   I RV'd up to Wisconsin this summer since I'd
never been there before, and ended up staying for
four months, with one trip home to Denver.  I met a
nice fellow down here in Texas this last year who
loves to dance and we had a great time dancing in
Wisconsin and Minnesota. I left in September and
went back through Denver and on to Arkansas to
visit my two sisters, Cecelia and Dorothy.  Then
drove on down to Texas, visiting my nephew Tom
Kunz and his family in Magnolia on the way. This
winter I am working at Victoria Palms RV Resort in
Donna, Texas as the laundry/bathhouse cleaner.  It
is a very easy job and I get my spot here in the park
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for free. I started on November 1st and will work
through to March 31st. Every night or even in the
daytime there is somewhere to go dancing, mostly
country/western music, my favorite, so one can
keep really busy down here. There are singles
groups all over the RV parks that have different
activities.     One can go birding, golfing,
swimming, over to South Padre Island and needless
to say there are lots of places to eat any and all
kinds of food.  So if any of you are looking for a
good place to get away from the cold/snow/winter
check out the Rio Grande Valley in the southern tip
of Texas. Happy Holidays to everyone!

ANNIE PAZDERA PIGEON BRANCH:

Frances Pigeon Burge, Benton, AR (daughter of
Annie Pigeon)

   My husband and I have a lot of health problems.  I
can’t see.  My eyes are very bad.
   The best thing that happened, our grand daughter,
Katelin (our late son Quenton, Jr.’s daughter) got
married on June 13 to Jake Pigue.  They are a nice
couple.
   Our daughter, Barbara Price, has been ill.  Her
husband had a knee replaced.
   We had a very nice Thanksgiving.  Katelin had us at
her house. 
   Hello to every one, hope you all had a nice year.

MARY PAZDERA NOVY BRANCH:

Rosia Novy Minden, Fort Smith, AR (daughter of
Mary Novy)

   I want to take this opportunity, via family newletter, to
thank all the relatives for the Mass offerings,  flowers,
letter and cards upon the occasion of the death of my
daughter, Anna Catherine on Passion Sunday (March 28,
2010).  Funeral Mass followed on Easter Monday (April
5) at St. Paul’s Catholic Church in Olathe, KS.  Burial in
Oakland Memorial Gardens beside her husband Leland
V. Morrow (who was killed in a motorcycle accident on
July 31, 1975).  May they now rest in peace–is our
prayer.
   Thanks to generosity of family, great friends and
neighbors, I’m still at “home alone,” doing fine.  Was
once again able to plant and harvest (what the birds
didn’t get) a small garden this year.  Not as much to can
that way.
   Saw first ever Razorback baseball game in March
2009.  Was able to see another one in April 2010.

Eric, Brandon and Garrett Locknar (Great grandsons of
Rose Minden)
   Eric Locknar–Confirmation, February 28, 2009, As a
member of the Southside High School Band he took a
trip to Hawaii.  Another one slated for April 2011 to
Chicago.
   Brandon Locknar won local Knights of Columbus
basketball contest.
   Garrett Locknar made his First Communion.

Don Bagley Olathe, Kansas (great grandson of
Mary Novy) 
   My mother used to write this every year but with her
passing on Palm Sunday 2010 I suspect that the respon-
sibility falls to me now. I can’t match her writing skills.
   2010 was a bittersweet year for our family as our
mother Anna Morrow lost her long battle with systemic
Lupus. She died on her favorite Sunday of the year Palm
Sunday. My brothers and I each recalled how she used to
dress up in our Sunday finest and accompany us to Mass
each year. She relished in getting the new palms for her
pictures and would have me take the old palms to the
rectory so Fr. Yadrich could collect them and make sure
they were burned for Ash Wednesday the following
liturgical year. Mom is missed everyday and will con-
tinue to be, but we know that she lives in our hearts and
our souls and is with us everyday watching over us.
   She is survived by three sons, Donald L. Bagley and
wife Patti (Jones) of Olathe, Stephen W. Bagley and
wife Diane (Kramer) of Overland Park, and Richard L.
Morrow and his financee` Tammi McCleery of Ray-
town, her twin sister, Agnes Carson of Charleston, AR,
mother, Rosia (Novy) Minden of Fort Smith, AR, 2
other sisters, Alicia (Alice) Minden of Fayetteville, AR
and Angela Cyr of Stillwater, OK; grandchildren,
Lindsay (Bagley) Idrissou, Sarah Bagley, Scott Bagley
and Rachel Bagley, and nieces, nephews and cousins
from her home state of Arkansas.
   2010 has been a busy year for us as Don continues as
an officer in the Knights of Columbus and the Usher
Coordinator for the Liturgy Committee at church. Patti
continues to work as a stylist at The Hair Shop as one of
their senior stylists. Don is still working at Sprint and
continues to be thankful that he has survived the massive
layoffs within the company. Last year we started a side
business consisting of catering and DJ work, the busi-
ness continues to grow and we are having fun at it.
Daughter Sarah had bit of hard luck this year getting laid
off from jobs but through her perseverance she has just
landed a job with a large medical practice here in
Johnson County KS.  It is a wonderful opportunity for
her and she is very thankful for it.
   Chams and Lindsay (daughter and son-in-law) moved
into a nice townhouse to give them more room. Chams
continues to work as a contract technician for Time
Warner and Lindsay is still working at Granite City.
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   Steve and Diane Bagley (brother and sister-in-law)
Steve continues to work for Time Warner Business Class
and Diane for Ericson/Sprint. Steve got a huge wake-up
call this summer/fall when Diane had to go to India for
work to train employees for 6 weeks. Their children
Scott and Rachel continue to keep them busy with their
sports and other extra curricular activities. Scott is
driving now which makes all of us feel old.
   Rick Morrow and Tammy McCleery (brother and
financee)
   Last Christmas Rick and Tammy announced their
engagement and they have a wedding planned for next
year. They bought a house and are discovering the finer
points of the spoils and foils of home ownership. The
company they work for was sold to another named MIQ
Logistics so both are getting used to a new employer. At
the same time both are grateful for the continued
employment.

Alicia Minden, Fayetteville, AR (grand daughter of
Mary Novy)

   2010 brought another year of employment at the
University of Arkansas.  The University enrolled over
21,000 students.  Quite interesting to meet all the
demands.  With the economy as it is, school seems to be
the place to be.
   September 2009 brought a trip to Ireland.  Literally the
first place I’ve traveled with English as first language,
even with the accent.  Very enjoyable trip.  Would
definitely return.
   A highlight actually came before the trip.  Had a
layover in Newark, NJ.  I got to re-meet, cousin Clint
Pazdera.  Also his wife, Nancy, sons Charles and CAP,
grandsons James and Peyton,  sister Linda Bandekow
and mutual cousins, Chuck and Pat Koman.  A very
pleasant time–eating and talking; talking and eating.
   A college classmate/roommate and part of her family
came to NWA for a 2010 football game.  Was nice to see
her again and meet the family.  To little time for
“remembering.”
 
Angela Minden Cyr, Stillwater, OK (grand daughter
of Mary Novy)

   Angie Cyr has spent the year 2010 moving houses. My
Moore Street house sold in 4 days back in March.  Had
to quickly find a rental as my new house construction
was not scheduled until summer. Spent 4 hours picking
out every item for my new home (faucets, carpet, lights
etc.) Construction officially began on July 21st, and
closing was on December 1st.  Good thing I didn’t un-
pack most of the boxes from the first move. Am looking
forward to decorating the new house and getting to know
my new neighborhood in 2011!

   Sympathy is expressed to the family of Kathleen Stark
on the death of her father, Henry F. Hertlein on
November 28, 2010.
   Kathleen is married to Jason Stark, son of Jo Ann
Guerian Stark, grandson of Inez Novy Guerian.

ELIZABETH PAZDERA DOUBNICH
BRANCH:

Dorothy A. Chechuck and family, Pennsylvania
(daughter of Elizabeth Doubnich)
Rosie Chechuck, Oakdale, PA (grand daughter of Betty
Doubnich)

   Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!
It has been a long year for the Chechuck's.  My Mom
had knee replacement surgery but is doing well.  Thanks
to everyone for keeping her in their prayers.
   Gloria and Bruce are getting ready for the annual
Christmas tree sale.  Their daughter Jena will be cooking
Thanksgiving for us this year.
   As for me, I started taking a Water Color Class at
CCAC.  The verdict is still out but I think I prefer Oil
Painting.   After 11 years, I traded in the Cougar this
year for a Mercury Milan.  Work keeps me very busy
these days.

Carole Chi, Detroit, MI (grand daughter of Betty
Doubnich)

   From the Pazdera-Doubnich-Durkacs-Chi branch: This
summer I finally sold Mom and Dad's "Detroit" house
(almost 2 years since Mom died), for a paltry, but thank-
ful sum.  I took several interior pictures on a sunny day
to remember the house we four grew up in. At the end of
the school year I retired from teaching!  Yay!  We're in
good health. We found a "thrown away" dog up north
(Heinz 57) and kept him. We call him "Buddy"--the Vet
says he's about 4 years old--part Mastiff, Shepard,Boxer,
Bulldog, etc.  Now I'm going to a dog-training class with
him. He's real sweet, intelligent, loves the outside and
pulls like a horse!  Our rescued house sparrow, "Fran-
cine", is over 10 years old now (declining). We wish
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, healthy,
prosperous and peaceful New Year!

JOSEPH PAZDERA JR. BRANCH:

Clint Pazdera, Berkeley Heights NJ (great grandson of
Joseph Pazdera)

Sympathy is expressed to:
   Charles E. Pazdera of Berkeley Heights, NJ passed
away on Friday October 22, 2010 at the age of 25 with
his family by his side.
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   Charles is survived by his parents, Clint and Nancy
(nee Paulson); his brother Cap and his wife, Karen,
Pazdera and his sister, Kristen Dwyer and her husband,
Liam. He will be sadly missed by his loving nieces and
nephews, James and Peyton Pazdera and Charlee, Kenna
and Rylan Dwyer

Lori Fisher Kamerling, Russellville, AR (grand
daughter of Joseph Pazdera, Jr.)

   Chris and Lori Kamerling of Pottsville, AR, announce
the birth of their third child, a daughter, Jenna Maxine,
on Monday, May 25, 2009, at Saint Mary's Regional
Medical Center in Russellville, AR. 
   Jenna has a sister, Chasity Ellenna-Renee, 8, and a
brother, Carter Jeremiah, 4. 
   Maternal grandparents are Arvie "Doc" and Reba
Pazdera Fisher of Russellville. Great-grandparents are
the late Joseph and Annie Roach Pazdera and the late
Tommy and Lura Branscum Fisher.

   And I know that my aunt, Marcell Pazdera
Hampton, recently had a new great-granddaughter,
Matalyn Brea Scott ? (I can't remember her last name.
Sorry!) Aunt Marcell could tell you. 
Thanks for all your hard work!

ROSA PAZDERA FRIGA BRANCH: 

Tony & Barbara Friga family, Willow Springs, MO
(son of Rosa Friga)

   Merry Christmas ! The year 2010 is almost over and
we are thinking "where did the time go." Our part of the
family has been doing fine here. Had one addition to our
family unit,   We have a new great grand-daughter born
the 3rd of September. A real cutie named Campbell Ruth
Heuser. Proud mama and daddy are Lea Ann and Jake
Heuser of Peoria, Il. Grandpa and Grandma are Kem and
Debbie Friga.  We were treated to having them visit us
for a few days on their way to spending Thanks-giving
with Jake’s family in El Dorado, Mo. 
   Tony enjoyed his 50th high school class reunion this
past June. Got to see and visit with several of his old
friends from Oran school days.  Was saddened at the
death of sister-in-law Rita Friga, wife of Alfred on
March 1st of this year. We did get to visit with Regina
(niece) and Dean Reeder from Norfolk, Va. at that time. 
We had the pleasure of having our two youngest grand
children, Sienna and Sheridan Todd of Concord, Ca.
spend 3 weeks with us during the summer. We took
them back  in August, in time to start the school year,
aboard Amtrak. They thoroughly enjoyed their train
ride. 
   We were able to watch several of the football games

our grandson, Dane Friga played in. He is a Junior this
year and plays both defensive and offensive  on varsity
at Willow Springs.  Also got to see our grandson, Luke
Stir, run cross-country (West Platte) in State com-
petition at Jefferson City, Mo.  He is a senior at Weston,
Mo. I guess you could call us "proud grandparents."
   Tony has been doing some building this year. He has
been helping build a house for grand-daughter and
husband, Heather (Brenda Jackson) and Isaac Mann.
They are building on an acreage from our old home
place. Back in the pines we planted eons ago.   
Wishing everyone a merry Christmas and a happy and
blessed New Year with all good health and prosperity.  

Randy Friga, Brookline, MO (grandson of Rosa
Friga)

   assisted with relief in Haiti after earthquake and
other disasters.

Rosalia Friga, Oran, MO (daughter of Rosa Friga)

Sympathy extended to:
   Hello I just wanted to let you know tht my sister-in-
law Wilma Faye Friga died.  She was the wife of my
brother Steve Friga.  Wilma Faye Friga, 83, of Cape
Girardeau died Tuesday, June 16, 2009, at Ratliff Care
Center.  She and Stephen Friga were married Feb. 22,
1961. He died Jan. 22, 1990. 
   My son Patrick and his daughter Riley and I visited
with her one day the week before she died.  She was
glad to see us. 
   Just a note to let you know that my sister-in-law RITA
FRIGA died March 1, 2010. She was Alfred Friga's
wife.  
   I hope you and your family are doing OK. I am Ok
now.  We had a good year, even though we did have a
scare when Russel had his colon test. But THANK GOD
there was NO CANCER.  Thanks to a lot of prayers.
Russel is back to selling cars and will be  the SALES-
MAN OF THE YEAR AGAIN.  This will be 6 out of the
7 years he has been working there.  Misty is still
working for the Doctor at Advance, MO.  He took his
employees and their husbands on a cruise again this  past
summer. They brought me back a crucifix from Belize.  I
had our Bishop bless it when he was  here for
Confirmation. Rachael is turning into a beautiful girl. 
She  is in the 8th grade and a cheerleader for the Jr High
basketball team.  I want to keep her young as long as
possible. 
   Ryan is just a cute little boy.  He is 8 now and is
playing basketball on a traveling team.  He also played
some good baseball this past summer. His DAD was the
coach.  He can hit that ball far.  Ryan made  his first
Communion this year also. Now he is in the 3rd grade. I
do not know where the time goes. I think that they
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are growing up too fast.
   Patrick is staying busy doing substitute teaching at 3
different schools.  He is still the assistant basketball
coach and the HEAD baseball coach at Oak Ridge, MO. 
Riley is 4 now and she won the Little Miss Queen con-
test here in Oran on the fourth of July.  She also got to
be the Little Miss Tot at the Chaffee, MO German
Day.  She already has 3 crowns from contests now.
I think that Patrick and Kelly will be getting married
next year in October.  Patrick said that he wanted to get
married on 9  10  11  so he could always remember it. 
Kelly is taking the RCIA classes to learn what Catholics
believe.  Patrick graduated from College in May,
finally!!!! I hope he gets a teaching job next year but I
also hope it will not be too far away from ME. 
   I am about the same  No hospital trips this year
THANK GOD My shoulder is going great.  It has been 2
years since I had it replaced and the Dr checks it one
time each year in St Louis.  I have not lost much
weight this year about 10 pounds but at least I did not
gain it back. I stay busy being the President of the local
VFW Ladies Auxiliary, the Secretary of the Church
PCCW (ladies group) and I rejoined the PWP (Parents
Without Partners).  They want me to be the Vice
President for next year. I may run out of time!!!  I still
baby sit Riley several days a week.  She will be
starting to kindergarten next year.  I will be lonesome.  I
still work part time in my beauty shop.  I turned 65 on
Oct 28th.  I weigh about 125 less than I did when I
celebrated my 60th birthday.  
   In the past two years I have lost 3 of my family--My
sister Loretta Friga Winters died on my birthday in 2008. 
I lost 2 sisters in-law--Faye Friga and also Rita
Friga. We never know when that will happen to us so IF
we can get together to see each other it would be nice.
   Alicia will we have a Pazdera family reunion again
any time soon?  I certainly hope so.  I know it is a lot of
work for you and I do not know If you know that we
appreciated everything that you do. Take care and come
see us if you get a chance.
   I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed
New Year--Lots of Love to all.  

CECELIA PAZDERA O'BOSKY
BRANCH:

ANTON PAZDERA BRANCH:

MARTIN PAZDERA BRANCH:

Sympathy to:
   TEXAS CITY — Joseph ‘Joe’ Anton Pazdera, 68,
died on March 24, 2009, in Texas City. He was born on
March 15, 1941, in Russellville, Arkansas to Martin and

Josephine Pazdera.
   Preceded in death by his parents, he is survived by his
wife of forty-eight years, Deloros Pazdera; brothers
Martin E. Pazdera (Peggy), Victor L. Pazdera (Mary)
and George F. Pazdera (Carolyn) all of Charleston,
Missouri; sister Mary Ann Nelson (Donald) of
Dickinson, Texas; son Joe Pazdera and wife Shelly of
Texas City; daughter Debby French and partner Schelly
of Coushatta, Louisiana; grandchildren Cory, April,
Branson, Kaysie, Robbie, Schelby and Nick.

   Martin Pazdera II retirement – 20 years --[Aviation
Structural Mechanic Petty Officer First Class (aviation
Warfar/Naval Aircrewman) United States Navy January
23, 2009, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, Fort
Worth, TX

Mary Ann Pazdera Nelson, Dickinson, TX
(daughter of Martin Pazdera)

   My big news for 2010 is that I was able to retire from
work in April. I have been busy with yard and flowers
and enjoying the grandkids.  We traveled to the East
Coast in September and are looking forward to doing
more once my husband gets some relief from pain in his
left leg.  We jokingly tell him he is now a member of the
once a week club, because he seems to have a doctor's
appointment every week now. If they can relieve his
pain it will be worth it. We wish all a Blessed Christmas
and a new year full of blessings. 

RAHON FAMILY

Elsie Rahon, Canonsburg, PA
   Daughter Lisa and I went to Italy this year. I saw my
Mom and Dad’s home town of Vanus. It was great.
can't go again.
 
Ted & Cathy Rahon family, New York (son of Ed
& Elsie Rahon)
See pictures of wedding on website.

BITS AND PIECES

   To receive the news electronically, please send your e-
mail address.  Will appreciate being updated.  Thanks to
those that have sent corrections, additions.
   As pictures get sent in, I will get posted to the website.
   Family website:http://comp.uark.edu/~aminden/
    My e-mail is: aminden@uark.edu
A compilation of the story below will be on the
website
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Genealogy

We have break-through information about Julia Rahon’s
family and marriage to Joseph Pazdera.  Notes are from
Tom Kunz.

   After returning from our Czech trip the summer of
2007 where Alicia, my wife LaDawn and I visited the
Pazdera homestead, I began to wonder if we could find
the other side of the family:  the Rahons.  In October of
that year I sent an email to Ted Rahon in search of great
grandma Julia Rahon’s birthplace.  I had his email from
an earlier note that Alicia had sent to me.  Ted said he
didn’t know much about the family, but he did send me
the email address of his cousin Chuck Koman who had
some curiosity of his own about his grandfather, John
Rahon (Julia’s brother).  Unfortunately I got busy with
other things and did nothing more at the time.  In Jan
2008, Chuck sent an email to Alicia out of blue that
Alicia forwarded to me.  In that note he indicated that he
had a document that he believed to be a copy of his
grandfather’s birth certificate and he was looking for
help getting it translated.  Within three days of that email
I had in my hands an inheritance document and a birth
certificate giving the name of the village where John
Rahon was born and by association most likely Julia.
   A year earlier we had had a Czech exchange student,
so I sent the documents to his father and he was able to
get them translated.  In February I found a researcher
and hired him to go and see what he could find in the
village.  On March 30th he sent me a note back saying
that he had been to the archives and there were no
records shown to be there.  He believed that either the
records had been destroyed or they were in the Ukraine
where research was not permitted.  I was very dis-
appointed.  I sent him a note back asking about checking
the census or property records, but he never responded. 
   Two weeks after this disappointing news which I
shared with my friend Tom Hrncirik , Tom sent me
another email:  This is what he said:  “There must be a
record somewhere for this people, we will find it
somehow.  You and I need to go to that area and walk
the streets, find the house, visit the cemeteries, find the
local historians...”.  For the next year I did nothing more
on this, but in June of 2009 I made the decision to go to
Slovakia.  Tom Hrcnirik, true to his word, agreed to go
with me. 
   So we decided to leave Sep 4th and spend a week in
Slovakia.  Tom had asked his 80 year old cousin 5 times
removed (a man he came to know through his own
family research) if he would be willing to accompany us. 
I am still amazed that he said yes.  Dusan Hrncirik is a
native Slovakian and speaks quite good English. 
Something I found out later to be very rare in Slovakia
and non-existent in Eastern Slovakia where we were

headed.  He turned out to be the key to our success and a
great blessing.
   The week in Slovakia turned out to be miraculous. 
The missing records were actually in the Archives, but
they had not been sent from the parish church until 1999,
some 8 years after the index book showing which
records were available had been published – so no one
knew they were there!  We spent two marvelous days
combing through three books from the late 1800’s
finding name after name of members of Rehon and
Olscvary families.  The highlight of which was the birth
of my very own grandfather Frank Joseph Pazdera, – a
birth many had thought had occurred in the Czech
republic somewhere near Prague!
   While there, (and due to Dusan’s willingness to knock
on a few doors) we found and spent time with living
relatives on both my great-great grandmother Anna
Olscvary’s side of the family as well as my great-great
grandfather’s Janos Rehon side (this was the original
spelling, sometimes also spelled Rejhon). We found the
original homestead where great grandmother Julia and
my grandfather Frank were both born.  We walked the
cemetery where The Olcsvary’s, and The Rehon’s were
buried.  We found the church in the village of Ubrez
where Julia Olscvary was married to Janos Rehon and
Joseph Pazdera was married to Julia Olscvary Rehon.
   Later that week we visited the village courthouse
where the homestead was and there gained unprece-
dented access to records from 1895, allowing us to
complete many of the families that we had started in the
archives.  This was only possible because the mayor
happened to be away that day and the secretary was new
so she set us up in a room and brought all of the books
for us to look through, allowing me to take pictures of
whatever I wanted.

For those interested, pictures of this trip are available at
the following link:

http://gallery.me.com/tomkunz/100298


